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Company Personnel Spotlight 

Fire Chief John Peters was born and raised in Lake Geneva and is a 1990 graduate of Badger High 

School.  John is the son of the late Bob and Ruth Peters.  Chief Petersô father, Bob, was a Lake Geneva 

Fire Department Captain and a retired Lake Police Department Captain. Chief Peters is married to Jill.  

They have two amazing children, Katie and Ben. 

Fire Chief John Peters started his career with the Lake Geneva Fire 

Department in November of 1992 and completed paramedic training in 

1993. Chief Peters holds numerous certifications including Apparatus 

Engineer, Fire Inspector, Fire Investigator, Company Officer and 

Technical Rescue Technician.   

Chief Peters has been the driving force behind many new department and 

City programs, including the Medical Reserve Corp., Community 

Emergency Response Team, the Lake Geneva Area Public-Private 

Partnership, Fire Explorers Program, Tactical EMS and the Paid-on-

Premise staffing programs.    

Chief Peters has overseen the departmentôs fire training program for many years and is the reason why 

our department is one of the best-trained departments in Walworth County.  His knowledge, drive, and 

ability to teach what he knows make us the department that we are today.  Chief Peters is a man that is 

dedicated to the Lake Geneva Fire Department like no other. 

Chief Peters thank you from the men and woman of the Lake Geneva Fire Department and the citizens of 

Lake Geneva for your dedication and years of service.   

Thank you for your knowledge and guidance.  We will become a better department with your leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

November Anniversaries 

Fire Chief John Peters- 24 years 

Chief Engineer Ed Zwiebel- 39 years 

 

Annual Awards 

 
Chief Engineer Ed Zwiebel 

Lake Geneva Fire Department EMT of the Year 

& Walworth County MABAS Division 103 EMT of the Year 

 

 
Firefighter/AEMT Rhonda Baumann 

Lake Geneva Fire Department Firefighter of the Year 

 

Celebrations 

Firefighter John Steltenpohl and his wife Brittney welcomed their third child, 

Matthew Storm, into this world at 4:20am on October 24
th
.  

 

 

 

 



   

Notable Calls for Service 

¶ October 9
th
, at 6:35pm a general alarm was sounded for the report of a kitchen fire in a special 

needs adult daycare. Staff extinguished the fire prior to arrival. Crews performed an investigation 

to ensure the fire was out. The Fire Prevention Bureau followed up with the business owner and 

arraigned additional training opportunities for their staff. 

¶ October 15
th
 we experienced a citywide power outage. In the hours between 8am and 11am, the 

department responded to two fire alarms, a motor vehicle collision and 2 ambulance calls. 

 

 

¶ October 15
th
 between the hours 8pm and midnight, the department responded to four ambulance 

calls and a roll over motor vehicle collision with minor injuries. 

¶ October 24
th
, between the hours of 7am and 7pm the department responded to six ambulance calls 

and one motor vehicle collision. 

¶ October 30
th
, responded to The Ridge Hotel (Interlaken) for the smell of gas. Investigation found 

explosive levels of natural gas. Building evacuated and ventilated. 
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Department & Community Events 

 

¶ At the October Police and Fire Commission meeting Interim Fire Chief John Peters was formally 

appointed Fire Chief. His ceremonial swearing-in will be held at City Hall on November 9
th
 at 

7p.m. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

¶ October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. Throughout the month of October, the men and 

women of the Lake Geneva Fire Department wore Pink shirts in support of breast cancer 

research, prevention and survivor support. Shirts were sold by the Association and the monies 

raised will be donated to the Breast Cancer Awareness program at Lakeland Medical Center in 

Elkhorn.  

 



   

 

¶ The department members have continued to read at Central-Denison. This month we were 

featured in their newsletter. 

 

 

¶ This month Department member participated in the annual driver training and competency 

course. No cones were permanently damaged in this exercise. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

¶ The department held numerous fire prevention activities throughout the month including Fire 

Prevention Week. 

Events included Safety Day at the Home Depot, Fall Fest at Piggly Wiggly, fire drills at area 

school, classroom education session reviewing home fire safety and exit planning. More than 

1,200 classroom packets were delivered to area school. Numerous station tours and presentations 

were made. We estimate these efforts reached more than 2000 people citywide.    

 

 

¶ Home Depot Safety Day 

 

¶ 1
st
 Lutheran fire drill and education session 

  



   

¶ St Francis School fire drill  and education session 

  

¶ Central Denison & Eastview Elementary Station Tour and Education Session 

 

  

¶ Trick or Treating at the Firehouse 

 

¶ Future Firefighter Isabella and her twin sister Abby visited the firehouse with her Grandmother 

 

 

¶ All future Firefighter Blake wanted for his birthday was to bring his friends to the fire 

department. 

 



   

  

¶ On October 9, 2016, the 112 firefighters who died in the line of duty in 2015 were officially 

honored at the 35th Annual National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, 

Maryland. Former Lake Geneva and current Los Alamos County New Mexico Firefighter 

Paramedic David Apodaca (center) was honored to represent all fire service personnel by 

performing Honor Guard duties during the ceremony. 

 

 

¶ On the 23
rd,

 the Association sponsored a Fall Family Day at Pearceôs Farm Stand. Following a 

day of pumpkin picking, hayrides, games and all the apple cider and donuts one could eat, we 

gathered at the firehouse for a family dinner. 

 
 


