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Company Personnel Spotlight 

Chief Engineer Ed Zwiebel 

Chief Engineer Zwiebel started his career with the Lake Geneva Fire 

Department November 1, 1977.    

Chief Engineer Zwiebel has been a lifelong resident of the beautiful city of 

Lake Geneva.  His former child hood home sat at the corner of Wells and 

Campbell; there is a vacant lot that sits there now.  His brother Steve is also a 

former member of the Lake Geneva Fire Department. 

Not only was Chief Engineer Zwiebel born and raised here but he also works 

here.  Chief Engineer Zwiebel started working down at the Riviera when he 

was a teenager.  When he turned 16 he started his career with Gage Marine 

working on the boats.  He is a boat Captain, Safety Officer, and a Jack-of-all-

trades for Gage.  During the summertime, you can find Ed “Doing Circles”, as 

he puts it, out on the lake giving boat rides on one of the many boats that Gage 

owns.   When he isn’t working for Gage you can find him at Lake Geneva Fire 

Department Station 1 maintaining our apparatus to the highest standard.   

Chief Engineer Zwiebel is married to the former Mary Dale, of Dale Heating 

and Cooling, for the past 24 years.  It was a whirlwind romance, according to 

Mary; as they were married 6 months after there first date.  

Throughout Chief Engineer Zwiebel’s career with the Lake Geneva Fire 

Department he has been awarded the Harold Nish Fire Fighter of the Year, 

Thomas Derrick Officer of the Year award in 2000 & 2001, and the Bob 

Peters EMT of the Year in 2000.  Chief Engineer Zwiebel has taken the lead 

on developing specifications for multiple pieces of current and past apparatus 

for the fire department. 

On behalf of the men and women of the Lake Geneva Fire Department Thank 

you Chief Engineer Ed Zwiebel for your dedication to the department.  We are 

a better, and safer, department for what you do. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

July Anniversaries 

Firefighter/EMT Joel Theder- 1 year 

Firefighter/AEMT Jason Fischer- 10 years 

Lt. Ryan Derrick- 16 years 

Capt. Zina Opper- 21 years 

Capt. Mark Moller-Gunderson- 21 years 

 

Celebrations 

Please help us welcome a new family member to 

our fire department family. 

Firefighter Joel Theder and his girlfriend Chelsea 

celebrated the birth of their first child.  

Layla Michelle Theder 

Born: 7/22/16 at 0230hrs 

7lb 5oz 19 ¾” inches 

Mom and Baby doing well!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Capital Projects Update 

 Ambulance Replacement 

o Paint and bodywork completed. Final transition in process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The new style MDC’s have begun to arrive and will be placed into the ambulances. This change 

improves operator visibility. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 Dive Team Gear Improvements 

    
 

Our aging dive team gear has retrofitted with improved items and enhancements. Divers now have an 

independent second air source, called a pony bottle. Additionally a second light source, combination 

knife/cutter and an audible signaling device that can be used both above and under water.  

 

     



   

Notable Calls for Service 

 July 1
st
, provided a change of quarters engine and Chief to Walworth Fire Department for Jeff 

Patek’s funeral 

o During change of quarters responded to a two car collision on Hwy 14. 

 July 8
th
, person fainted on the Riviera docks and fell into the lake. Gage Marine employees 

performed an immediate rescue. Ambulance Duty Crew evaluated and released the patient. 

 July 11
th
, provided a change of quarters engine to Clinton Fire District for a missing dementia 

patient. Citizen was located after an exhaustive search. 

 July 15
th
, Car vs Tree in Library park. No injuries. Release signed. 

 July 18
th
, Rollover vehicle collision, N. Broad St. One person transported. 

 July 25
th
, responded to a dumpster fire at the Taco Bell. Damage was limited to the dumpster.  

 July 28
th
, severe weather was the cause of a lightning strike on S. Lakeshore Dr. Damage was 

limited to “exploded” drywall and burnt wall studs. 

 July 28
th
, severe weather was the cause of a down trees into power lines on Townline Rd. 

 July 28
th
, a multiple car collision occurred on Hwy 50 requiring a 3-ambulance response. 

July was a busy month for the department with a total of 155 calls for service. 49 of which were 

overlapping and/or back-to-back. 



   

 Department Events 

 

 The Lake Geneva Fire Department, in conjunction with and chartered by the Boy Scouts of 

America, established a Fire Explorer Post in 2008.  

 

Fire Service Exploring is a worksite-based program for young men and women who have 

completed the eighth grade and are 14 years of age, or 15 years of age but have not yet reached 

their 21st birthday. Especially those who aspire to become emergency service workers.  

 

Fire Service Explorer posts help youth gain insight into a variety of programs that offer hands-on 

career activities. For young men and women who are interested in careers in the field of fire 

service, Exploring offers experiential learning with lots of fun-filled, hands-on activities that 

promote the growth and development of adolescent youth.   

 

Our Explorer post trains on the first Wednesday of the month. This month the youths trained on 

truck operations 

 

  

 The Duty Crew and Chief Peters participated in the annual 4
th
 of July Children Parade from 

Eastview to the VFW. 

 

 

  



   

 Not only do we take pride in our equipment, personnel and training but pride in our stations.  

 
A new flower ring around the flagpole, that was presented by Mr. & Mrs. George Flemming back in 

July 1976, was installed.  

 

    
A new sign at Station 2 was installed. Station 2 is located at the end of Host Drive in the base of the 

water tower.  

  



   

Training/Continuing Education Events 

   

 On Monday June 11th, 2016 we conducted training in the business park on the south east side of city. 

We had a beautiful night. We were lucky enough that some of the people of our community stopped 

by to see what was going on and to ask some questions.  Maria Dickfoss, the young lady sitting in the 

cab of the tower and helping Lt. Detkowski with a firehose, stopped by while she was out for a walk. 

Thanks Maria and her mom and dad for stopping by.  

  



   

Community Risk Reduction & 

Community Events

 Following a near drowning at the Riviera docks, Gage Marine requested CPR training for their 

employees. Throughout the month of July this was accomplished. Thank you  Captain Opper and 

firefighters Carrol & Beaudin for accomplishing this task. 

 

  
 After numerous minor injuries and medical emergencies witnessed by Parking Services, CPR & 

basic first aid training was provided to Parking staff. 

 The fire code variance, plan review and permitting process is under review. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Membership Committee Update

 Current number of applicants- 7 

 1
st
 Interview- 3 

 2
nd

 interview- 1 

 Conditional offer- 2 

 Background Investigation- 1 

 Orientation Completed- 0 

 

 

 Current Roster 

- 27 Paid-on-Call  

o Candidate-1 

o Firefighters-4 

o Firefighter/EMT’s-11 

o Firefighter/AEMT’s-11 

 

- 15 Paid-on-Premise 

o Firefighter/Engineer- 1 

o Firefighter/EMT’s-2 

o Firefighter/AEMT’s-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

10 Year Strategic Plan Update

 Met with Walworth County Fire Alliance Chiefs and the County Administrator to discuss the 

future study to be conducted on fire and EMS service delivery within Walworth County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

By the Numbers

Fire Operations 2015 YTD 
Reporting 

Period 

 358 267 52 

EMS Operations 
 

  

EMS Responses 780 490 103 

Fire Prevention Bureau 
 

  

Inspections 3482 1462 228 

Training 

Total Training Hours 3973 4109 136 

Active Developments/Plan Review 

        Fire Alarm 

351 Pellar Rd 
Landmark Center 

Lake Geneva Clue Room 
US Bank 

Southwind Prairie Bldg 11 

       Sprinkler 

Southwind Prairie Apartments Bldg 9,12 & 13 
500 Interchange North (WLKG) 

351 Pellar Rd Building  
Qdoba 

Noodles & Co 
Lake Geneva Tennis 
Chaney Instrument 

       Underground Fire Mains 

Lake Geneva Tennis 
351 Pellar Rd- needs final flush from new hydrant 

       Hood Ansul System 

Qdoba 
Noodles & Co 

       Expected Permit Applications 

Southwind Prairie Apartments Bldg 9,12 & 13 
Noodle & Co- Fire Alarm 

Qdoba- Fire Alarm 
Great Cuts- Fire alarm & Sprinkler 
Lake Geneva Tennis- Fire Alarm 

Lake Geneva Theater- Fire Alarm & Sprinkler 
Geneva Ridge Assisted Living Facility- Alarm & Sprinkler 

Wal-Mart Outlots x2 
Veterans Pkwy Outlots x3 

      
  Recently Closed/Accepted 

 



 
   

 


