NOTICE:  City of Lake Geneva Municipal Code 82-3
Vendor Display Notice
REGULATIONS FOR LAWN FERTILIZER AND SALE (Effective January 1, 2008)
PURPOSE AND INTENT:  The City of Lake Geneva finds that Geneva Lake and its streams are a natural asset which enhance the environmental, recreational, cultural and economic resources of the area and contribute to the general health and welfare of the public.  The City of Lake Geneva further finds that regulating the amount of nutrients and contaminants, including phosphorus contained in fertilizer, entering the surface waters will improve and maintain lake and stream water quality.

Effective January 1, 2008, no person shall apply any lawn fertilizer within the City of Lake Geneva that is labeled as containing more than 0% phosphorus or other compound containing phosphorus, such as phosphate, except as provided in the exemptions outlined below:

Exemptions:  The prohibition against the use of fertilizer under section 0.05 shall not apply to:

1) Newly established turf or lawn areas during their first growing season

2) Turf or lawn areas that soil tests, performed within the past three years by a state-certified soil testing laboratory, confirm are below phosphorus levels established by the University of Wisconsin Extension Service.  The lawn fertilizer application shall not contain an amount of phosphorus exceeding the amount and rate of application recommended in the soil test evaluation.

3) Agricultural uses, vegetable and flower gardens, or application to trees or shrubs.

4) Yard waste compost, bio-solids or other similar materials that are primarily organic in nature and are applied to improve the physical condition of soil.

PENALTY:  Any person who violates this section in the application of the fertilizer at his or her residence shall be subjected to a forfeiture of $25 per violation.  Any commercial fertilizer applicator, residential or commercial developer, industrial or commercial owner, or other person who violates section .05, and any person who violates section .07 shall be subject to a forfeiture of $50 for the first violation within a twelve month period, $150 for the second violation within a twelve month period, and $300 for the third and each subsequent violations within a twelve month period.
Further explanation of this ordinance can be found on the City’s website at www.cityoflakegeneva.com. 

