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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.com 
CITY OF LAKE GENEVA SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2020 6:00 P.M. 
LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; COUNCIL CHAMBERS (MAIN LEVEL) 

 
Members:  

Mayor Charlene Klein, Council President, Rich Hedlund, Council Vice President, John Halverson,  
Alderpersons: Tim Dunn, Mary Jo Fesenmaier, Cindy Flower, Ken Howell, Shari Straube, and Joan Yunker 

 
THE CITY OF LAKE GENEVA IS HOLDING ALL MEETINGS VIRTUALLY TO HELP PROTECT OUR COMMUNITY 
FROM THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC. YOU CAN CALL-IN OR WATCH THE MEETING IN SEVERAL 
WAYS:  
 
1. Livestream at the City of Lake Geneva Vimeo Channel found here www.vimeo.com/lakegeneva 
 
2. Television:  Watch live broadcast of the meeting on Spectrum Cable Channel 25 
 
3. Listen to audio via phone: (602) 333-2017 (Long distance rates may apply) (888) 204-5987 (Toll Free)  

Access Code: 9746153 
 
4. You can provide public comment on agenda items by emailing your comments to the City Clerk at 

cityclerk@cityoflakegeneva.com or you may deliver your written comments to the City of Lake Geneva City Hall, 626 
Geneva Street, Lake Geneva, WI  53147. All written comments must be provided to the City Clerk by 5:00 P.M. on the date 
of the meeting.  All written comments will be read aloud during the agenda item when public comments are allowed during 
the meeting.  

 
CITY HALL WILL NOT BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC DURING THE MEETING.  YOU CAN OBSERVE THE MEETING 
VIA THE ABOVE LISTED COMMUNICATIONS. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Mayor Klein call the meeting to order 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this agenda, except for public 

hearing items. Comments will be limited to 5 minutes 
 

4. Acknowledgement of Correspondence 
 

5. Discussion/Action regarding a Certified Survey Map (CSM) for Salvatore J. Dimiceli Sr. Trust, 101 Broad St. to 
create a new 60,076 Single Lot CSM in the Town of Geneva as identified on the certified survey generated by 
surveyor Mark Miritz and dated Feb 20, 2020 and revised April 15, 2020 Project #18.1108, Tax Key No. 
JA361000001 

 
6. Discussion/Action regarding conducting Council meetings via Zoom 

 
7. Discussion/Action regarding the City of Lake Geneva Ninth Amended State of Emergency Proclamation and City 

of Lake Geneva Bounce Back Plan relating to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

8. Adjournment 

 

http://www.vimeo.com/lakegeneva
mailto:cityclerk@cityoflakegeneva.com
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Requests from persons with disabilities, who need assistance to participate in this meeting or hearing, should be made to the City 

Clerk’s office in advance so the appropriate accommodations can be made. 
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STAFF REPORT 
To Lake Geneva Plan Commission 

Meeting Date:  May 18, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Description:  

This request is to approve a Certified Survey Map (CSM) by creating 1 buildable lot located in 
the Town of Geneva at Tax Key No. JA00000001. 
 
This request is to approve the proposed Certified Survey Map dated 2/20/20 and revised 4/15/20 
for the property located on. Krueger Rd. The land separation will create an additional buildable 
lot with this request. 
 
 The newly created lot will have an area of 60,070 square feet (1.38 acres).  
 This request has already been approved by the Town of Geneva. 
 
The parcel included in this request does not currently have any buildings on the property. 
 
Action by the Plan Commission: 
Recommendation to the Common Council on the proposed (CSM)  
As part of the consideration of the requested CSM, the Plan Commission is required to: 

• Provide the Common Council with a recommendation regarding the proposed CSM 
review. 

 
Staff Recommendation on the proposed  

1. Staff recommends that the Plan Commission recommend approval of the Certified 
Survey Map (CSM): as submitted, subject to approval Walworth County Land Use 
Zoning. 

 

Agenda Item: 6 

Applicant: 
Salvatore J. Dimiceli Sr. Trust 
101 Broad St. 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 

Request: CSM review in the Town of Geneva 
creating 1 additional lot from Tax Key No. 
JA00000001 
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS: 

The City of Lake Geneva is not in a position to create its own “Bounce Back Plan”.  Closings and other restrictions that 

were implemented were the prerogative of “higher” governments such as the State of Wisconsin and the Federal 

government.  The fact of the matter is the City of Lake Geneva is currently wide open for business and there are very 

few legal restrictions left to address, unless the City decided to adopt additional regulations. 

At this moment there is currently no enforceable law on the books that permits Lake Geneva to require people to wear a 

mask, social distance, or stay out of the City of Lake Geneva all together. 

 

 

The Memorial Day Weekend was a near perfect storm and unusual event created by: 

 Ideal weather 
 

 The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruling that allowed all businesses in Wisconsin to reopen. 
 

 Continued “restrictions” within the state of Illinois that has created pent up demand for shopping, eating, 
recreation and other types of entertainment by its citizens.  However, these same “restrictions” in Illinois did not 
address or stop its citizens from traveling outside their state. 

 

 The continued popularity of Lake Geneva as a tourist / recreation destination 
 

 Incredibly close proximity to the nation’s third largest metropolitan area (Chicago) as well as Wisconsin’s largest 
metropolitan area (Milwaukee). 

 

 

There are three elements to the City’s attempts to disperse crowds (none of which will actually allow the City to achieve 

social distancing as recommended by the CDC): 

 Sidewalks 

 Parking / Streets 

 Public Awareness / Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIDEWALKS: 

The city government of Lake Geneva as in the past (and present) allowed a variety of objects on the sidewalk for the 

convenience and enjoyment of the residents and visitors.  These items include: 

Planters owned by BID     Tables and chairs for outside seating 

Garbage cans      Outside merchandise displays 

Water fountains     Parking kiosks 

Benches      Directional signs for various destinations 

Planters maintained by individual businesses  Trees 

Individual parking stall signs (numbered)   Fire hydrants 

Eleven “banner” poles (holidays, etc.)   Sandwich boards  

Stanchion ropes and posts    Occasional utility boxes 

(In places) grass strips between sidewalk and curb Umbrellas behind benches 

Drinking bowls for pets 

 

These are typical amenities in any tourist community.   To gain additional “width” of sidewalks in the downtown, all of 

these items would need to be removed (which isn’t going to happen).  Taking out only some of these items solves 

nothing, since people walking down the sidewalk would still run into various remaining items that forces them to move 

back towards the buildings (and move closer to other people) 

The only location downtown that would experience the addition of a few inches of useable sidewalk width would be the 

south side of Wrigley Drive if the individual parking stall number signs were removed.   

Any thought of “controlling” pedestrian traffic is equally unfeasible.  The City does not have the personnel to monitor / 

regulate the walking patterns of downtown visitors.  This includes requiring to walk six feet apart or everyone walk in 

one direction on any particular sidewalk.   *A few sidewalk images of downtown are included at the end of this memo. 

 

Possible Recommendations: 

Sidewalk café permits have (and should continue) to be reviewed with the latest recommendations / best practices by 

the City Clerk. 

Review current objects on the sidewalk and remove those deemed unnecessary.  Again; this won’t ultimately help 

pedestrian traffic flow, but will help de-clutter the downtown. 

Installation of signs concerning social distancing and use of masks where possible.  Installed at a level that can be seen 

by pedestrians. 

Review sidewalk café lay out on the north side of Wrigley Drive.  Currently layout of tables is in a “zig zag” pattern 

between the various restaurants. 

 

 



PARKING / STREETS: 

There has been some discussion about eliminating parking spots to reduce congestion.  It has to be acknowledged that 

removing parking capacity downtown is going to force visitor parking even further into the surrounding neighborhoods.  

I cannot say for certain but possibly the idea may be to close parking to allow overflowing sidewalks to spill into the 

streets, but this is opening up an entirely new set of problems. 

Removal of parking along Highway 50 / Main Street would likely increase the speed of the drivers using the street while 

at the same time encouraging people on crowded sidewalks to possibly walk in the parking lanes.   The very fact that the 

street is crowded with cars is helping slow traffic and minimize the severity of any resulting accidents. 

Removal of parking along Wrigley Drive has been discussed several times for several scenarios.  If Wrigley Drive were to 

be closed on exceptionally busy days, there is an issue concerning access to the various businesses.  Gage’s boat tours 

typically generate large busloads of senior citizens who need close access to the Riviera Building.  Also businesses at the 

Riviera need to bring in supplies for their store, Bridal parties also need access.      

This results in a question of who is going to control access to the Wrigley Drive and (once you let one vehicle access 

Wrigley) how do you physically prevent other vehicles from attempting to follow immediately behind? 

Depending on where Wrigley Drive is “blocked” this possibly creates traffic concerns from vehicles using the alley and 

exiting on to Board Street. 

 

Possible Recommendations: 

Leave the current parking arrangement in place with the possible exception of Wrigley Drive between Main (Hwy 50) 

and Board Street. 

If Wrigley were to be occasionally closed, the City needs to work with the local, impacted businesses AND understand 

the fiscal impact of such a move.   Besides lost parking revenue, the City would likely have added additional personnel 

costs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Awareness / Education 

 

As stated previously, the City of Lake Geneva cannot legally force anyone to follow the recommended 

guidelines published by the CDC without (possibly) adopting additional local legislation.  However, there are 

reasonable, rational options for the City to consider: 

 

Post relevant, up to date “best practices” posters and signs in a concise, readable format and post at various 

city owned locations around downtown (Riviera, public restrooms, parks). 

 

Encourage local businesses to also post best practices for the downtown area as well as best practices for their 

individual businesses. 

 

Continue and increase “posts” on the City’s various social media outlets related to CDC’s most current recommendations 

and encourage local businesses to do likewise on their websites. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Bottom line, the City Council needs to give thoughtful consideration of what it is they wish to accomplish.  Expectations 

need to be clearly and concisely stated by the Council so that staff and the City Attorney can research the topics and 

report back their findings. 

As I’ve said in previous meetings; the Council is the policy making branch of the local government.  Please advise us of 

your intent and we will research and report back as to the viability of what you want to accomplish. 
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