
Board of Park Commissioners’ Minutes 
Wednesday, May 22, 2019– 6:30pm 
City Hall, Meeting Room 2A  
 
Roll Call: Present:  Mayor Tom Hartz, Park Board President: Ann Esarco, Park Board 
Commissioners: Barbara Philipps, Dave Quickel, Meaghan Madden-Van Dyke 
Excused:  Brian Olsen, Obdulia Alvarez, Peggy Schneider 
 
Staff Present: Neil Waswo (DPW) 
 
Public Present: Dee Bark, Jill Rodriguez, Gary Dunham, Teri Smith 
 
Approval of Minutes from prior meeting:  Phillips/Hartz: Approve minutes of March 27, 2019 
as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acceptance of Board of Park Commissions Fund Report:  Hartz/Quickel – Accept Fund Report 
 
Comments from public limited to 5 minutes: None 
 
New Business: 
 
New Board of Park Commissioners Appointments: Obdulia Alvarez and Meaghan Madden-Van 
Dyke 
 
Appreciation of Service:  John Swanson and Lynn Hassler:  Hartz and Esarco identified their 
contributions to the Commission and the improvement of the City Parks.   
 
Election of Park Board Secretary: Esarco nominated Hartz, seconded by Quickel:  there was 
unanimous support from all. 
 
Motion made by Hartz to suspend the rules and address item 6 Habitat for Humanity Offer to 
Repair Park Structures at this time, seconded by Quickel.  Unanimously approved.  
 
Habitat for Humanity Offer to Repair Park Structures:  Gary Dunham and Teri Smith presented 
Habitat for Humanity’s offer to use their teenage painting and construction crew to assist the 
City with repairing and maintaining City Parks.  It was agreed that Gary Dunham would meet 
with N. Waswo to identify the specific projects that would be undertaken.  Motion made by 
Hartz and seconded by Quickel to accept the kind offer from Habitat for Humanity of time and 
talent to repair park buildings and structures as identified by N. Waswo and Gary Dunham.  The 
work day will be July 13 and July 14.  The young people will be supervised by adult volunteers 
from Habitat for Humanity.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 



Implementation of Park Plan: Esarco provided a parks list from largest to smallest.  The 
Commission will visit the 4 largest parks: Four Seasons, Veterans’ (Mott) Park, Hillmoor Heights 
(dog park, disc golf park), and Dunn Field.  The Commissioners will suggest improvements based 
on the Parks Plan and send their notes to Esarco prior to the June meeting for her summary.  
Mayor Hartz motioned to approve the Park Plan Implementation Strategy, second by Quickel. 
Passed unanimously. 
 
Implementation of Bicycle Ped Plan: N. Waswo reported that the previously approved bike 
lane striping of Madison Street would not occur because the road was too narrow and there is 
parking on both sides.  Mayor Hartz motioned to approve striping alternate route north 
Wisconsin Street from Central/Dennison to Maxwell Street, Maxwell Street from Wisconsin to 
George Street, second by Esarco. Passed unanimously.   
 
Esarco suggested that the Bicycle Ped Plan be implemented as is suggested in the plan Chapter 
6, Number 1. “Improve the existing bicycle and pedestrian system by addressing ongoing safety 
issues, particularly dangerous intersections.”  One such intersection on the Bicycle Path, West 
Street and Main Street was discussed.  Hartz noted that if the proposed gas station/car 
wash/Dunkin Donuts was approved at the Plan Commission, the shoulders on highway 50/Main 
Street would be significantly narrowed from the Bowling Alley to Curtis Street.  Those residents 
who walk and ride the shoulders to get to the shopping at highway 50 and Edwards would face 
a dangerous condition.  Thus West/Main crosswalk should be improved to allow those on the 
north side of Main Street (Havenwood Apartments/Country Club Drive) to cross safely to access 
the sidewalk on the south side of Main Street.  Motion was made by Hartz to recommend to 
the Plan Commission to add a condition to the Conditional Use Permit application/approval for 
the gas station/car wash/Dunkin Donuts that would improve the safety of the crosswalk to 
include: painting the crosswalk green, install lights in the road at the crosswalk, and install a 
yellow sign with blinking lights identifying the crosswalk, second by Esarco.  Passed 
unanimously. 
 
Nature Preserve White River City Land:  Dee Bark asked the Commission to recommend that 
the White River City Land be declared a Nature Preserve.  After a prolonged discussion, Hartz 
stated that he would research Nature Preserves and bring the information back to the 
committee.  No official action was taken. 
 
Avian Committee’s request to place a sign in Library Park regarding Purple Martins: Jill 
Rodriguez presented a rendering of the sign that the Avian Committee wanted to have installed 
in Library Park that displays facts and pictures about Purple Martins.  Motion made by Quickel 
to approve the installation location of the Purple Martin sign in Library Park, seconded by 
Madden-Van Dyke.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Play equipment for Tot Lot at Veterans’ Park: Motion made by Quickel to purchase and install 
the Burke Playground Equipment option 2, for an amount not to exceed $13,698, and seconded 
by Esarco. Passed unanimously.   
 



Discussion about swings concluded with waiting until the Adaptive Playground was constructed.  
It is not known if there will be other swings already added to the park.  The equipment that was 
approved will be installed at the end of July or sooner. 
 
Future meeting agenda items: Westgate Tot Lot. 
 
Meeting adjourned at about 8:15.   
 
/s/ Mayor Hartz, Official Scribe of the Board of Park Commissioners. 
 

These minutes are not official until approved by the Board of Park Commissioners 


