
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2017 – 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
 
Mayor Kupsik called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alderman Hedlund 
 
Roll Call.  Present: Mayor Kupsik, Aldermen Chappell, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell. Arrived Late: Ald. 
Skates.  Absent: Ald. Halverson. Also Present: City Attorney Draper, City Administrator Oborn, Director of Public Works 
Earle and City Clerk Waswo. 
 
Awards, Presentations, and Proclamations 
Introduction of the new President of VISIT Lake Geneva, Ed Svitak. 
 
Re-consider business from previous meeting. (none) 
 
Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this agenda, except for public 
hearing items. Comments will to be limited to 5 minutes.   
Ann Esarco, 1051 Wisconsin St., is in support of the council designating the Center Street north properties as a City Park 
and Trail. 
 
Barb Philipps, 1600 Evergreen Ln., supports the Center Street Park and Trail. 
 
Dan Getzen, 500 S. Edwards Blvd., spoke in favor of the Center Street north property being used as a Park and Trail and 
asked for the council’s support as well. 
 
Butch Welkey, 647 South St., is in favor of the Center Street properties being used for a Park and Trail. 
 
Bridget Leech, W1336 Maureen Ct, spoke on the Moonlight Movie on the Beach, the BID has partnered with Geneva 
Theater to hopefully grow this into a series. This is a trial run and meant to serve as an end of season celebration.   
 
Dick Malmin, N1991 S. Lakeshore Drive, spoke on the Geneva Inn and feels the council wants to grow the city bigger 
with more tourists, and more money; the Geneva Inn exemplifies this. They have been fighting the Geneva Inn in Linn 
Township as they want to take residential property and turn it into commercial property. He hopes tonight they realize the 
Geneva Inn is breaking a tradition that’s made this town what it is. 
 
Ald. Skates arrived at 6:11pm. 
 
Acknowledgement of Correspondence.  
The City received correspondence from Ross Giese, Poul and Bjarke Kristensen, Gerald Fleer, Karin Mohar, Kenny 
Jones, and Kent and Amy Lambert in support of the Center Street Park and Trail being designated as a City Park. 
 
Approval of Minutes.  Kordus/Chappell motion to approve the Regular City Council Meeting minutes of August 14, 
2017, as prepared and distributed. Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Consent Agenda–Recommended by Finance, License and Regulation on August 15, 2017 
Any item listed on the consent agenda may be removed at the request of any member of the Council.  The request requires 
no second, is not discussed, and is not voted upon. 

 

a. Beach Reservation Permit application filed by the Lake Geneva Business Improvement District to use Riviera 
Beach on Friday, September 1, 2017 from 6:00pm to 11:00pm for a Moonlight Movie on the Beach event with 
approval to sell concessions and use of bathroom facilities at an additional cost 
 

b. Amended Park Reservation Permit application filed by the Lake Geneva Business Improvement District to add 
bounce houses in Flat Iron Park for Oktoberfest beginning on Oct 7, 2017 at 7:00am and ending on Oct 8, 2017 at 
7:00pm 
 

c. Original 2017-2018 Operator’s (Bartender) License applications filed by Courtney Halkoski, Cheryl Stolldorf, 
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Denise Bader, Angela Fischer, Anthony Silvestri, Michael Howard, Kristina Hughen, Dean Leptich, Doreen 
Villarreal, and Nicholas Bertram 
 

d. Renewal of 2017-2018 Operator’s (Bartender) License application filed by Evan Knutson and Brooke Hefty 
 

Kordus/Skates motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Items removed from the Consent Agenda. (none) 
 
Finance, License & Regulation Committee Recommendations from Aug 15, 2017 – Ald. Kordus 
 

Request filed by William Chesen on behalf of the Lake Geneva Fire Bells Rehab Unit #64 to reserve and 
waive the fees for 6 parking stalls and rental of 4 barricades on the east side of the 100 block of Broad Street 
from the alleyway north to Main Street for the annual Lake Geneva Fire Bells fundraiser on Sunday, 
September 17, 2017 (amended request to 8 parking stalls) 
Kordus/Howell motion to approve with an amendment to include 8 parking stalls and waiver of all fees. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on Temporary Class “B”/“Class B” Retailer’s License application filed by the Lake Geneva 
Business Improvement District for the sale of fermented malt beverages in a beer tent located on the 200 block of 
Broad Street by Geneva Street for Oktoberfest on Saturday, Oct 7 from 11am to 8pm and Sunday, Oct 8 from 
11am to 5pm (Sent to Council without recommendation from FLR on 8/15/2017) 
Kordus/Skates motion to suspend the rules and allow Bridget Leech from the BID to speak.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
Ald. Kordus stated they are looking at selling beer at Oktoberfest. Sprecher’s was going to provide the licensing and 
certified bartender’s. They will only have a supervisor there and all the profit would be turned over to a charitable agency. 
The question at FLR was having commercial sales of alcohol on city property. 
 
Ms. Leech stated they had originally spoken with Sprecher’s to not take from their beer tent. They would work with 
Sprecher’s to serve the beer in our tent and allow them to keep the profits. After FLR and meeting with Mr. Draper, we 
are in agreement that Sprecher’s cannot be profiting from it. We have partnered with the Rotary and will be donating the 
money to them. They will have licensed bartenders on site, fencing the whole area and with a weighted tent. 
 
Discussion continued on the legal aspect of the Rotary running the tent or the BID. Attorney Draper stated whoever is 
operating the beer tent is the licensee and is the responsible party. Anyone can be a temporary operator that would be 
subject to council approval. Ms. Leech stated the BID will be operating the beer tent. 
 
Kordus/Hedlund motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.” Motion carried 6 to 1 with Ald. Chappell 
voting “no.” 
 
Discussion/Action on Amended Street Use Permit application filed by the Lake Geneva Business Improvement 
District to change the location of the kids entertainment to Broad Street by Main Street and include a beer tent on 
Broad Street by Geneva Street beginning on Oct 7, 2017 at 7:00am and ending on Oct 8, 2017 at 5:00pm (Sent to 
Council without recommendation from FLR on 8/15/2017) 
Kordus/Skates motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.” Motion carried 6 to 1 with Ald. Chappell 
voting “no.” 
 
Discussion/Action on an Election Voting Equipment Agreement by and between Walworth County and the City of 
Lake Geneva.  Kordus/Flower motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on reconstruction of the roadway on the 900 and 1000 blocks of Main Street with consideration 
of a new water main, and 2017 Street Improvement Task Order #9 Amendment 1 in the additional amount of 
$25,000 funded from 2017 Capital Projects (Sent to Council without recommendation from FLR on 8/15/2017) 
These blocks need attention. This will probably be a spring start. They are coordinated the water main with the Utility. 
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Kordus/Hedlund motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on proposal for Architectural Services from McCormack + Etten including the work for the 
VISIT Lake Geneva / Chamber of Commerce Visitors’ Center portion of the building and increasing the not-to-
exceed fee for the project to $16,000.  Kordus/Skates motion to approve. We still don’t know the scope of the efforts and 
have been working with VISIT who has been cooperative. Before we go to BID we will hammer out a number for sharing 
the costs. DPW Earle has been in discussions with Mr. Etten and reviewed the entire print. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on remodeling the overhead door at 1070 Carey Street to accommodate equipment heights by 
Glen Fern Construction for $4,620.70 and Midwest Door for $2,000 funded from 2017 Capital Fund 
Kordus/Skates motion to approve.  Equipment is getting taller due to emissions on the new engines. The door is not tall 
enough and it’s just a matter of time before it is pulled off. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on Kapur & Associates, Inc. TIF Escrow Draw Request No. 7 for the Main Street Widening 
Project in an amount of $17,868.42.  Kordus/Skates motion to approve. This is the final payment to Kapur for the 
Highway 50 landscaping and electrical projects. DPW Earle has been in contact with Alliant and is hoping they will have 
this done by the end of the week. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Plan Commission – Alderman Skates (Recommended by Plan Commission on Aug 21, 2017) 
 

Discussion/Action on approval for of a Certified Survey Map filed by Robert E. Krawisz, 806 Pine Tree Lane, Lake 
Geneva, WI 53147, to clarify the property lot line identification for 806 Pine Tree Lane, Tax Key No. ZSY00028 
Skates/Kordus motion to approve. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on an Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Certified Survey Map lot division in the Town of Geneva 
filed by Mark Larkin, 500 Stone Ridge Drive, Lake Geneva, WI 53147, to divide 12 acre parcel into 4 lots in the 
Town of Geneva, Tax Key No. JG25 00004 
Skates/Kordus motion to approve. This is at the top of the hill in a cul-de-sac. We did let the petitioner know if they 
wanted to annex into the city the turnaround and road width would have to be compliant for the Fire Dept. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on Resolution 17-R51, a Conditional Use filed by Larry Kundert, N1279 White Pigeon Road, 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147, on behalf of United Methodist Church, to allow for a paid onsite parking lot located at 
Lake Geneva United Methodist Church at 912 Geneva Street, Tax Key No. ZA464800001 with affirmative findings 
of fact and staff recommendations. Parking is limited to the marked spaces only, limited to five events of the 
applicants choosing with each event not to exceed four days. 
Skates/Chappell motion to approve. City Administrator Oborn explained in the past they had a temporary use permit. We 
are trying to discourage that and have them go through the process with the conditional use permit. Ald. Flower felt this is 
a direct competition with our parking. Ald. Chappell stated it is their lot and doesn’t feel it is competing. Ald. Hedlund 
was concerned as the 5 dates they wanted were when the BID and Chamber put on events. 
 
City Attorney Draper stated they have to get a conditional use to operate a business by selling parking spaces. The 
alternative is they can come in 12 times a year and file a request with the Building Administrator who can issue these 
without approval from the Planning Commission or the City Council. Instead of coming in 12 times a year and paying $50 
a time, they are getting a conditional use to do the same thing. The Planning Commission has looked at it and said we’ve 
heard all the concerns. If you restrict it to 5 events, no more than 4 days, then they will allow it. It’s really a conditional 
use; it’s not a shared parking revenue issue. It’s whether or not you want to allow them to have their fundraisers for their 
youth activities to raise some money 5 times out of the year.  
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Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Straube, Howell voting “yes.” Motion carried 5 to 2 with Ald. Flower and Hedlund 
voting “no.” 
 
Discussion/Action on Resolution 17-R52, a Conditional Use for a new residence filed by John & Susan Gullicksen, 
1096 LaGrange Road, Lake Geneva, WI 53147, for SR-4 Setbacks in ER-1 Zoning District, at 1096 LaGrange 
Road, Tax Key No. ZLE00001 with affirmative findings of fact and staff recommendations including the location 
of all approved building setback which shall be verified by an onsite inspection by the Building Administrator 
prior to pouring the building foundation walls.  Skates/Kordus motion to approve. Ald. Flower was concerned with the 
south property line grading. It will be too late to review it in the field when it’s under construction. 
 
Flower/Skates motion an amendment to have the city engineer, Kapur, review the grading plan at the applicant’s expense. 
Ald. Flower noted it cannot be changed in the field after the approval of the project. Kapur did not look this over. 
Roll Call on Amendment: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.” Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Main Motion as Amended: Skates/Kordus motion to approve and have the city engineer, Kapur, review the grading plan 
at the applicant’s expense. 
 
Roll Call on Main Motion as Amended: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  
Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on an Amendment to a Precise Implementation Plan filed by Bill Henry, Kehoe-Henry & 
Associates, Inc., 25 North Wisconsin Street, Elkhorn, WI 53121, on behalf of Geneva Lake Christian Church, to 
amend the development details for an Indoor Institutional land use, a worship facility, at the SE corner of 
Bloomfield Rd. & Harmony Dr., Tax Key Nos. ZSF00231 & ZSF00232 with staff Recommendations 
Skates/Flower motion to approve. This is a cost savings measure that shifts the church west, closer to the hydrant. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Discussion/Action on Designation of the City’s Center Street north properties, Tax Key No. ZSR00169 at 
approximately 43 acres and ZSR00170 at approximately 2 acres, as a City Park and Trail (Recommended by the 
Park Board on June 28, 2017& no recommendation from the Public Works Committee on July 18, 2017) 
Skates/Flower motion to approve.  The city has been approached by a group that would take on the design and expense of 
surveying the grounds and parking lot. They would be working with city staff. Ald. Flower questioned continued 
maintenance costs to the city and if we should do a memorandum of agreement. There’s a lot of discussion about the 
future maintenance on our public works. Mr. Oborn stated it’s not uncommon for cities to do a conservation agreement 
and have a nonprofit maintain trails. Ald. Skates replied in southeast Wisconsin there are “friends of” groups that do this 
with cross country skiing and walking. As a taxpayer, I would like to have an agreement that protects the city, them and 
people that come into the park. Ald. Kordus is not adverse to parks but if they abandon it, it’s ours. We have a lot of 
expenditures coming down the pipeline and feels we do not have the money for it.  Every city own landed doesn’t have to 
be designated park land. Mr. Oborn stated they are not approving any costs, it’s just the designation. Mr. Earle asked prior 
to any implementation, the city would go over it and approve it. He also questioned the city’s liability. 
 
City Attorney Draper clarified the property has already been designated as a park. It doesn’t mean it’s dedicated to the 
City, it means it is dedicated to the public. The public has the right to walk on that land any time they want to because it’s 
dedicated to the public. We, as a city, do not have any obligation to put any improvements on there. If the city decides to 
improve it, they have to decide what’s going to be put there, where and who is going to pay for it. We are not at that step 
yet. All you are saying is that we want to utilize this area as a city park and trail. The only thing that cannot happen is 
people can’t cut down the trees or do landscaping as the property is dedicated to the whole public. 
 
Ald. Skates felt the responsible way to approach this was to put a gravel parking lot in the area as people are parking on a 
public street. We are not clear on where the property lines are. It wasn’t an official park in our last plan. Mr. Draper stated 
it should be in our park inventory as the developer dedicated it on the plat as open space/conservation area. Mr. Oborn 
said in talking to the developer he dedicated it for forest property and intended it not be used. 
 
They discussed the next step and Mr. Draper stated Council will need to give direction as to what they want to do. The 
whole purpose for the item is to vet the issue and get the information out to the public. Somehow council needs to give 
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direction as staff can’t just guess. Ald. Kordus explained this went through public works and it was denied. The same 
phases are in here with bike washes and bathrooms. There’s this grand plan that will be paid for by some ominous group 
that we don’t know who it is as they haven’t brought any financials in front of us to show they can pay for it. What is 
going to happen is the plan will be adopted, but in 3 years when the gravel parking lot is deteriorating and they don’t have 
the funding, they will come to the city asking for new gravel or asphalt it over. Ald. Skates stated that was the original 
plan as they were optimistic and they thought the city would be interested in doing this. He feels the city is, but there are 
just a couple folks that are opposed. Ald. Kordus replied he is speaking for the people that elected him. He has received a 
lot of calls and opposition to this. 
 
Roll Call: Skates, Flower, Straube voting “yes.” Motion failed 3 to 4 with Ald. Chappell, Kordus, Hedlund and Howell 
voting “no.” 
 
g. Discussion/Action on setting a Public Hearing date for a Joint meeting of the Plan Commission and City Council 
on a Comprehensive Plan Amendment application submitted by Core Commercial Inc., PO Box 1154, Appleton, 
WI 54912 for property near Edwards Blvd & Geneva Parkway North with Tax Key Nos. ZGEC00001, 
ZGEC00001A and ZGEC00002 
Staff is recommending setting a date of October 16, 2017. 
 
h. Discussion/Action on setting a Public Hearing date for a Joint meeting of the Plan Commission and City Council 
on a Comprehensive Plan Amendment application submitted by Geneva Waterfront Inc., N2009 S Lake Shore 
Drive, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 and Bigfoot Holdings LLC (dba Geneva Inn) for Tax Key Nos. IL120000-5C, 
IL120000-5C2, IL120000-5D, IL120000-5E, IL120000-5F and IL120000-4 
 
i. Discussion/Action on setting a Public Hearing date for a Joint meeting of the Plan Commission and City Council 
on a Comprehensive Plan Amendment application submitted by White River Holdings LLC, 11 East Madison, 
Suite L-100, Chicago, IL 60602 for former Hillmoor Golf property on Tax Key Nos. ZYUP00001C, ZOP00001, 
ZYUP00131 and ZYUP00153 
 
j. Discussion/Action on setting a Public Hearing date for a Joint meeting of the Plan Commission and City Council 
on a Comprehensive Plan Amendment application submitted by Jeffrey & Beverly Leonard, 1504 Dodge Street, 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 for 905 Main Street, Lake Geneva, WI for Tax Key No. ZOP00243A 
Kordus/Chappell motion to have items g. through j. as a public hearing on October 16, 2017 at 5:00pm at a joint meeting 
of the Plan Commission and City Council. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Presentation of Accounts – Alderman Kordus (Recommended by Finance, License and Regulation on Aug 15, 2017) 
 

Purchase Orders (none) 
 
Kordus/Hedlund motion to approve the Prepaid Bills in the amount of $7,932.01 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Kordus/Skates motion to approve the Regular Bills in the amount of $121,071.81 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
Mayoral Appointments.  (none) 
 
Closed Session 

 

a. Motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85 (1)(b) for considering direct sellers permit of 
Larry Talamantes by a board or commission or the investigation of charges against such person and the 
taking of formal action on any such matter (City Attorney Draper) 

 
b. Motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, 

compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body 
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility regarding: 

 

5 of 6 
August 28, 2017 Council Minutes 
 



1. Police Chief Rasmussen 
2. Lieutenant Gritzner 
3. Lieutenant Way 
4. Communications Supervisor Froggatt 
5. Administrative Assistant Papenfus 

 
Kordus/Chappell motion to go into closed session and on item a. include Larry Talamantes, City Administrator, City 
Attorney, City Clerk, and Police Chief Rasmussen and on item b. include Commissioner Tom Hartz, and Police Chief 
Rasmussen. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 

Council entered into closed session at 8:01pm 
 
Open Session 
Kordus/Howell motion to return to open session pursuant to Wisconsin Statues 19.85(2) and take action on any 
items discussed in closed session 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 

Council returned to open session at 9:35pm. 
 
a. Kordus/Howell motion to continue to the next council meeting of September 11, 2017 as discussed in closed session. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
b. Kordus/Skates motion to proceed as discussed in closed session. 
Roll Call: Chappell, Skates, Kordus, Flower, Straube, Hedlund, Howell voting “yes.”  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 

Adjournment.  Kordus/Chappell motion to adjourn at 9:37pm.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
 
 
      
/s/ Sabrina Waswo, City Clerk 
 
 

 

THESE ARE NOT OFFICIAL MINUTES UNTIL APPROVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL 
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