
CITY OF LAKE GENEVA 

PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2014 - 6:30 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

A g e n d a 
 
 1. Meeting called to order by Mayor Connors. 

 

 2. Roll Call. 

 

 3. Approve Minutes of October 20, 2014 Plan Commission meeting as distributed. 

  

 4.  Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this agenda, except for public 

hearing items.  Comments will be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

 5. Acknowledgment of Correspondence. 

 

 6.  Downtown Design Review.   

A. Application by BMHO Properties, LLC for a change in awning, door, and light shade color from the 

previous approved colors to red, at Brick and Mortar Home and Outdoor located at, Tax Key No. 

ZA276000002. 

B. Application by Chris Cronin, JNB Signs, 1221 Venture Drive, Suite 1, Janesville, WI 53545 for a 

replacement sign at Starbucks located at 685 Main Street, Tax Key No. ZOP 00285. 

 

7. Discussion and recommendation to modifying Section 98-707, Exterior Lighting Standards and setting a 

public hearing. 

 
8. Adjournment 

 

 

QUORUM OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS MAY BE PRESENT 

Requests from persons with disabilities, who need assistance in order to participate in this meeting, should be made to the City Clerk's office, in order for appropriate accommodations. 

 Posted 11/14/14  
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CITY OF LAKE GENEVA 
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014 - 6:30 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
 
 

 
MINUTES 

 1. Meeting called to order by Mayor Connors at 6:30 PM. 
 
 2. Roll Call 

Present:  Al Kupsik, Cindy Flower, John Gibbs, Doug Skates, Sara Adams, Inspector Ken Robers 
Also Present: Planner Mike Slavney, Atty. Dan Draper, Mayor Connors, Assistant Gregoles 

 
 3. Approve Minutes of September 15, 2014 Plan Commission meeting as distributed. 
  
 
 Kupsik/Flower moved to approve the Minutes of 9/15/14 Plan Commission meeting as distributed. 

MOTION #1 

The motion carried unanimously. 
  

 4.  Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this agenda, except for public 
hearing items.  Comments will be limited to five (5) minutes.  None 

 
 5. Acknowledgment of Correspondence. None 
 
6. Review and Recommendation on an Application for Land Division Review for a Certified Survey Map submitted by 

Richard W Torhorst, P.O. Box 1300, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 for Liquid Capital, LLC, 951-7 S Lake Shore Drive, Lake 
Geneva, WI 53147 to split a current parcel into three parcels. Current Tax Key Nos. ZYUP 00149D1. 
 

 
 Richard Torhorst addressed the commissioners with a brief overview of the above application. 

DISCUSSION 

 It was noted by the Mayor that a corrected copy of the CSM was handed out that noted the Storm Water detention 
 easement to benefit lots 1, 2, & 3.  (A copy will be included in the final minutes of this meeting.) 
 
 
 Kupsik/Skates moved to approve recommendation on an Application for Land Division Review for a Certified Survey 

Map submitted by Richard W Torhorst, P.O. Box 1300, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 for Liquid Capital, LLC, 951-7 S Lake 
Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 to split a current parcel into three parcels. Current Tax Key Nos. ZYUP 00149D1, 
including corrected notes regarding the storm water detention easement to benefit lots 1, 2, & 3. 

MOTION #2 

 Motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. Public Hearing and recommendation to modifying Section 98-913, Exterior Colors within the Downtown 
Design Overlay Zoning District and setting a public hearing. 

 

Brief discussion by Planner Slavney and the commissioners regarding the recommended modifications for the 
Section 98-913 stated above, specifically related to the Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District. 

DISCUSSION 
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 PUBLIC SPEAKER #1 
Mr. Jergens addressed the commission regarding the details of the modifications, voicing his concerns with the 5% 
factor, stating that it may not be adequate for businesses in the Downtown Design area. 

 Peter Jergens / 133 Darwin Street, Lake Geneva (Local Builder)  

 
 PUBLIC SPEAKER #2 

Mr. George asked the commission if this change will be retroactive, to bring properties up to standard, for 
replacement, repaint, renew etc.  He also stated his concerns that as a small business owner, there are times that he 
cannot be in full control of some items materials/sheens etc., which makes it difficult to compete with the multi-
billion dollar establishments. He has concern for any small business being relegated to only a certain color base 
available.   

 Thomas George / Business Owner  

 
 

Kupsik/Flower moved to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously. 
MOTION #3 

 
 
 Planner Slavney responded to the concerns voiced by the citizens during the Public Hearing. 

DISCUSSION 

He again gave a brief overview of what this change would include and stated that this will not be retroactive and any 
change would need to come in front of the Plan Commission for approval.  He elaborated on the color wheel choices 
and that previously it was 75% and now will be expanded to 85% color choices available.  Planner Slavney and the 
commissioners also discussed the reasoning behind choosing 5% as the cut off. 

 
 

Kupsik/Flower moved to approve the recommendation to modify Section 98-913, Exterior Colors within the 
Downtown Design Overlay Zoning District. The motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION #4 

 
8. Adjournment 

 

Skates/Flower move to adjourn the meeting at 7:08 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 
MOTION #5 









  

STAFF REPORT 
To Lake Geneva Plan Commission 

 
 
 
 

Meeting Date:  November 17, 2014  
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant:      Request: 
BMHO                               Review of exterior colors in downtown design  
222 Center Street                             Tax Key No. ZA276000002      
Lake Geneva, WI 53147  
 

                                         

The applicant proposes to install red awnings and paint the entrance doors and light shades red. The designs meet 
the new Downtown Design Standards for percentage of non-conforming colors on building appendages.   

Description: 

 
Staff Recommendation:
It is the staff’s opinion that the proposed colors will no adverse effects on the downtown appearance and it is the 
staff’s recommendation that the colors be approved. The overall design theme is very pleasing and is a vast 
improvement over the previous business. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant:      Request: 
Chris Cronin, JNB Signs for Starbucks                           Exterior sign change      
685 Main Street                              Tax Key No. ZOP 00285      
Lake Geneva, WI 53147  
 

                                         

The applicant proposes to install a new sign to replace an existing one. The design meet not only the Downtown 
Design Overlay District requirements, but also comply with the Main Street requirements.   

Description: 

 
Staff Recommendation:
It is the staff’s opinion that the proposed sign will no adverse effects on the downtown appearance and it is the 
staff’s recommendation that the signs be approved with any Commission amendments. 

    

 
Staff may provide additional comment on the above items and will comment on remaining agenda items at the 
meeting. 
 
 
       __________________________________  
                                        Zoning Administrator   

Agenda Item #6A 

Agenda Item #6B 
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