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AVIAN (BIRD) COMMITTEE  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2018 5:00 PM  
CITY HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM 2A  
 
Members: Chairperson Selena Proksa, Beverly Leonard, Sarah McConnell, Nancy Swanson, Jill Rodriguez, 
Karen Gallo, Carol Zimmermann 
 
1. Call to order by Nancy Swanson at 5:06 pm 
2. Roll Call: Present: Beverly Leonard, Sarah McConnell, Nancy Swanson, Jill Rodriguez, Karen Gallo, 

Carol Zimmermann 
 Excused:  Selena Proska, Karen Gallo 
3. Approval of minutes from November 26, 2018 meeting as distributed  
 Motion to approve by Zimmermann, Second by McConnell 
 Motion approved:  Vote: 5 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain 
4. Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes – no members of the public were present 
5. Budget review: including looking at matching funds for the Tourism Grant – as well as the priorities 

in the request (such as the sign and gourds)  
Discussion:   
Purchase of Interpretive sign:   
Billing can come through the city.  Vendor needs to fill out a W-9.  Vendor should note Avian Committee 
on invoice.  Copies of invoices to Karen Hall. 
Costs of Sign: Deposit of $450 and $460 upon delivery 
Budget Revision:  from $900 to $910 
Motion by Zimmermann to approve budget revision from $900 to $910, Second by Swanson; Motion 
approved:  Vote: 5 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain 
 
Draft Language revisions to standard interpretive sign: 
City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee (above “Purple Martin”) 
Please help us.  In Wisconsin the Purple Martin population has been in steep decline for decades.  In our 
community the City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee is trying to reestablish colonies in our community.  
Visit us on Facebook- Lake Geneva Bird City or through City Hall. 
Motion by Swanson, second by Leonard to approve sign revision as above  
Motion approved:  Vote: 5 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain 
Action item:  McConnell will work with vendor and will provide draft of sign prior to work beginning by 
vendor 
 
Tourism Grant Match: 
Budget items reviewed and by aggregating speakers and promotional material costs we can provide 
matching fiscal effort of $1,500.   
Action item: Jill Rodriquez will continue to work on the grant.  Carol Zimmermann will forward 2018 
marketing materials to her. 
 
Gourd additions and potential Purple Martin house addition: 
Beverly Leonard is checking on potential donors for a Purple Martin house.  She has a donor and will 
continue to solicit other donors for a house on the lake path near the Rivieria.  Discussion of another 
possible vendor for houses. 
Action item: Beverly Leonard will work on a cost estimate for gourds and mounting hardware.  Sarah 
McConnell will check with Purple Martin expert to see if he can recommend another vendor 
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6. Update on the Avian Ed Pilot  
Update report provided.  Jill Rodriquez has purchases bird feeders.  Sarah McConnell is working with 
local Audubon Society for speakers.  Other suggestions - Helen Pugh, Kevin Dickey -Lakeland Audubon, 
Gail from Jaynesville (3 years ago).  Sarah McConnell has registered the class for the Backyard Bird 
Count.  Carol Zimmermann has developed and prepared the materials for all the lessons for January. 
Action items:  Carol Zimmermann will meet with volunteer teacher Jill Lorenzi December 18 to update 
the lessons into the classroom software and will meet with Lorenzi the first week of school to address 
any issues.  The working group (McConnell, Rodriquez, Lorenzi, and Zimmermann) will meet Thursday, 
January 17, 3:30 pm at the school). 
 
7. Bird City Renewal Application – Due January 31, 2019 
Action item: A working group of McConnel, Swanson, and Zimmermann will meet  January 14, 10:30 am 
to complete a draft of the application.  Zimmermann will host.  Zimmermann will email Selena Proska to  
see if we propose a resolution to recognize World Migratory Bird Day for a vote by the council. 
 
8. Discussion/Recommendation of future agenda items  
Update on interpretive signage  
Update on gourd costs  
Update on tourism grant  
Update on avian education pilot  
Update on Bird City Renewal application 
Alliant Energy Grant 
 
January 21 – next meeting (Note:  This falls on Martin Luther King Day, so we need to find out if this will 
work.) 
 
9. Adjourn  
Beverly Leonard moved to adjourn, second by McConnel.  
Motion approved:  Vote: 5 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain 
Adjourn at 6:15 pm 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE AVIAN COMMITTEE 
 
 

 


