
AVIAN COMMITTEE 
Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 5:30 PM 
City Hall, Conference Room 2A 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wall at 5:35 PM.  
 
Roll Call: Present: Mackenzie Bestold, Donald Forbes, Alderman Wall and one guest from the Public 
(Harvey Larson).  Absent: Maureen Winkler 
 
Approval of Minutes from October 3, 2013 motioned by Mr. Forbes, seconded by Ms. Bestold.  
 
Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes. 
None.   
 
Lake Geneva Christmas Bird Count 
Ald Wall commented that he received an update from the Lakeland Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird 
Count.  Over 74 species were identified! 
 
Discussion on Birdathon 2014 
Following up from last meeting, Ald. Wall noted that Marie Collins at Badger indicated there are not any 
birders/bird studies at Badger.  The committee expressed the opinion that there were not enough qualified 
birders to put on a successful event.   Committee concluded they will not participate in Birdathon for 
2014.  
 
Discussion on the Bird City Wisconsin Summit 
There will be a Bird City Summit in Osh Kosh, WI on March 21 and 22.  Don Forbes is interested in 
attending.  The committee nominated him to represent Lake Geneva pending available funding.  Ald Wall 
will check with Dennis Jordan on available funds to send Mr. Forbes.  
 
Bird City High Flyer Status 
Committee reviewed requirements for “High Flyer” award among Bird City.  “High Flyer” status 
represents the highest commitment of a community to Bird City Wisconsin.  To qualify, a community 
must meet five of 17 stated requirements showing the community’s utmost commitment to bird 
conservation.   
The committee discussed the criteria that Lake Geneva seemed most likely to meet.  Those included: 
Category 1: Creation & Protection of Habitat Category: 
- 1A. Show how & where the community has restored at least two acres of woodlands, wetlands or 

prairie.  Committee proposed that Four Seasons area may qualify for this.  
- 1E. Demonstrate the implementation of a program to preserve Chimney Swift roosting sites and/or to 

contrast alternative Chimney Swift towers. Lake Geneva undoubtedly meets this requirement due to 
its Swift Night Out celebration each September.  

- 1I. Document the fact that the community maintains a birding trail or “hot spot” location with 
educational signage and/or literature.  Committee thought that Four Seasons, again, may meet this 
requirement.  

Category 3: Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds 
- 3E. Show how the community supports a bird collision monitoring program and/or offers 

information and material for preventing window collisions in homes and commercial establishments. 
Committee discussed it was feasible to purchase window clings and promote them to residents and 
businesses if they are interested in receiving them. Window clings would need to be purchase.  Ms. 
Bestold found them available on www.wihumane.org/wildlife/wings/birdsafebuildings.aspx which 
would be investigated further.  



- 3F. Document that the community has registered as a bird-safe community on the Wisconsin 
Humane Society/Wildlife Rehabilitation Center.  Ms. Bestold researched the requirements for 
registration and thinks Lake Geneva’s City Hal building would qualify.  Recommend further 
investigation by Ald Wall and Administrator Jordan. (Registration Page) 

Ultimately, Committee determined High Flyer status would be a goal for 2015 Bird City registration as 
January 31 was the deadline for 2014.  
 
Discussion on American Kestrel Partnership 
Mr. Forbes suggested that Committee consider participation in the American Kestrel Partnership which 
seeks partnership with local communities to monitor Kestrel population.  Mr. Forbes will forward 
additional information for future meeting discussion.  
 
Discussion on future agenda and meeting date. 
Agenda items: 

 Bird Houses – update status of bird house construction by high school students and discuss 
placement.  

 Bird City High Flyer status 
 2014 Swift Night Out planning 
 Kestrel Partnership 

Next meeting: Thursday, March 6, 2014 at 5:30 PM.  
 
Adjournment 
Bestold/Forbes motion to adjourn at 6:28 PM. Unanimously carried.  
 
Mackenzie Bestold, Secretary 2/7/14 


