
LAKE GENEVA BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT  

BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 – 8:00 am 

Harbor Shores, Lighthouse Room 

300 Wrigley Drive, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to order  

Sean Payne called the meeting to order at 8am 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Sean Payne, Emily Koenak, Sean Levitt, Kristi Tarantino, Kellie Carper, Tessa August, 

Kevin Fleming, Jordan Innis 

3. Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this 

agenda except for public hearing items. Comments will be limited to 5 minutes 

No comments 

4. Approval of minutes from the February 5, 2020 Regular Business Improvement District 

Meeting. 

Tessa motioned to approve, Kevin seconded, approved by all 

5. Approval of Financials 

No financials to approve due to staff vacancy – until a replacement is secured all financial 

information will be given to us by Karen Hall. Kellie will work to get the current financials from 

her and get it sent out to the board. 

6. City News and Mayor Hartz Update   

Mayor share the following;  

• the second reading of the community plan will be on Monday  

• the city Treasurer left, the city is working fast to secure a replacement for this role as well 

as the vacant position of Parking Manager 

• there will be a candidate forum in March at the library,  

• the finance committee approved changes to the liquor license process to limit the # of 

times a business can apply for a license,  

• there was a question as to whether the BID approved the moving of the benches? The 

BID needs to determine where the benches will be moved to, using business input to see 

who wants to have benches and planters in front of their storefronts, Kevin and Kellie 

will set up a time to walk town and visit stores to get input.  

• Open house at library today, all encouraged to attend 

 

 



7. Visit Lake Geneva Update 

The update include the following information, a full report was submitted and is available; 

• The upcoming partner meetings will be  

o March 18th is at The Candle Mercantile 

o April 15th at LG Canopy tours,  

o May 20th is at Lake Geneva Cruise Lines 

• There is an upcoming multi-chamber networking event happening May 7th 8am-12noon 

at The Cove, includes breakfast and lunch.  

• Restaurant week will be in April 25th-May 3rd instead of June 

o Restaurants need to be signed up by March.  

o Annual charity check, taking applications currently.  

• Concerts in the park 6/25 – 8/6 on Thursdays 

o Sponsorships are available for the bands 

• Christmas parade will be on December 5th.  

• Media coverage continues to grow after the robust coverage over Winterfest.  

o The Today Show piece during their 3rd hour was completely about our Winterfest.  

o Close to 244,000 visitors to the website to date with Chicago being the highest 

traffic generator.  

o Facebook has just over 46,000 followers.  

o 49,683 email subscribers.  

o 1967 visitors to the center during February/Winterfest.  

• 2020 visitor guide is complete and being distributed.  

• VLG exhibited at the Chicago travel show on Feb. 8/9.  

• Working with the Visit Milwaukee host committee to collaborate during DNC events.  

o Watching Covid-19 news to be aware of the impact to large events.  

• LG chosen as a post-FAM tour for travel writers. 

8. Upcoming events update – Kristina Tarantino 

• Winewalk, Sunday May 10th 1-4pm,  

o Tickets go on sale Friday, April 3rd.  

o 24 business signed up to participate, will take 26 businesses.  

o Permits are in and being circulated.  

o Social media campaign will start soon, anticipate a sell-out. 

• Semper half-marathon  

o We are sponsoring and we are doing the after party for the event  

o Currently working on getting food and beverage sponsors 

o We are using some of our snow fencing out of storage for the event 

 

 



9.  Discussion of downtown planting options and plans – Kellie Carper 
 

Spring planting 

• Suggest that we continue with using the Treasure Hut as we do not have enough time to plan for 

and secure a different option for the spring 

• Hanging basket plans will stay as is going forward 

• Kellie to research options for the planters between March and the end of May when the trees are 

removed 

Fall planting 

Kellie reached out to the Badger high school horticulture program, Larry Plapp, to see if they would 

like to work on planning and planting 8-10 of the larger planters for the fall as project. A meeting 

with Mr. Plapp will occur before the spring break to discuss the options and their interest. The hope is 

that they agree and will plan on doing this in subsequent falls as well. 

Kellie had a conversation with Roy Diblik from Northwind Perennials and while he is not interested 

in taking on any of the planting project, he did have some great ideas on options for us. He also 

indicated that he would be very interested in working with any student groups we engage to work on 

the planters. 

He suggested the following options; 

• Identify an evergreen plant that we could put into some or all of the planters – he suggested one 

of the many species of junipers. 

o If we put an evergreen in all of the pots we can then put seasonal plants around them 

o We could do evergreen plants on the arterial streets and do seasonal planting on the main 

street planters. 

o The evergreens would also eliminate the need for Christmas trees and we could do other 

decorative things to the planters to make them festive for the season. 

• He also suggested we could use a variety of regional grasses in the pots with seasonal flowers 

around them. 

o He indicated that the grasses might be a good option considering the unique nature of the 

challenges we encounter with the temperature differentials in the planters. 

10. Next meeting date: Wednesday, April 1st, 2020 

 

11. Other business 

• Parking – until a new parking manager is hired the meter changes will be held off. 

Interviews for a new parking manager are happening later this month. Approved the 

maintenance agreement with the current kiosks. New machines may be purchased but 

the timeline on this is not know at this time.  

 

12. Adjournment 

Kevin Flemming motioned to adjourned at 8:35am, Tessa August seconded. 


