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Topics

1. Comprehensive Plan Update Process

2. Comprehensive Plan Amendments Requests

3. 2009 Comprehensive Plan

4. Input from City Officials 

5. Preserving the Character of Lake Geneva

6. Accommodating Future Growth

7. Implementation Table

8. Public Comment 

9. Discussion – Suggested Changes to Plan



Roles

• Plan Commission prepares the 

Comprehensive Plan

• City Council adopts (or does not 

adopt) Comprehensive Plan by 

ordinance 



Project Timeline 

• Data Collection & Initial Public Input – January-May

• Joint CC-PC Kickoff Meeting – April 

• Additional Public Input Meetings – Summer 

• Comp Plan Amendment Requests – Summer/Fall 

• Plan Draft #1 – September 

• Plan Commission Meeting – September

• Hillmoor Special Area Plan – Fall/Winter

• Plan Draft #2 – October

• Public Open House – October

• Joint CC-PC Meeting – December (tonight)

• Plan Draft #3 – early January 2020

• Public Review and Adoption – January-February 

2020



Comprehensive Plan 
Amendments Requests
Requests from Property Owners







Updating the 2009 
Comprehensive Plan



2009 Mission Statement

The City of Lake Geneva seeks to 

preserve its small city atmosphere, 

reasonable cost of living and doing 

business, and high quality of life by 

carefully controlling land use and 

development, and by delivering 

high-quality programs and services 

in a fiscally responsible manner.



Updating the 2009 
Comprehensive Plan

• Straightforward update, meet state statutes & look 

ahead to next 10+ years

• Build framework of 2009 Plan, which aimed to 

achieve highest possible quality of life at the lowest 

possible cost of living

• General, guiding document

• Implementing the Plan relies on City decisions, 

regulations, and/or investments

• Action needed to maintain or improve quality of life



Input from City Officials
What we heard from you.



Input from City Officials

• Concerns about preserving the character of 

Lake Geneva

• Concerns about amount and pace of future 

growth

• Increased emphasis on sustainability,  

protection of natural & agricultural resources

• Frustrations about implementation of the 2009 

Plan (or lack thereof)

• Future of Hillmoor 



How Does the Plan Preserve the 
Character of Lake Geneva?

Popular tourist destination, small city charm, 

natural resources, Geneva Lake, etc.

• Encourages smart growth: Encouraging small 

scale redevelopment within the City and gradual 

development at City edges

• Discourages “rural sprawl”

• Greenbelt concept

• Supports land use controls – natural resource 

protection, signage, architectural, design, etc.



Growth Areas…



• Mixed Use

• Office



• Planned 

Neighborhood

• Mixed Use

• Office



Infill/Redevelopment Areas …



• Planned 

Mixed Use

• Neighborhood 

Mixed Use 

• Hillmoor



Comp Plan Update –
Changes to Future Land Use Map







Accommodating Future 
Growth



Accommodating Future Growth

• Areas within City limits and 

approved Urban Service Area

• Continue to pay for same level of 

city services without raising taxes

• Provide a variety of housing options

• Grow nonresidential tax base



Population Projections, 
2017-2040

  2017 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 

WisDOA Population Projections 7,766 8,080 8,505 8,860 8,915 8,870 

Linear Growth, 1990-2017 7,766 7,965 8,295 8,626 8,957 9,288 

Linear Growth, 2000-2017 7,766 7,875 8,057 8,239 8,420 8,602 

Compounded Growth, 1990-2017 7,766 8,027 8,481 8,961 9,468 10,004 

Compounded Growth, 2000-2017 7,766 7,885 8,088 8,295 8,509 8,727 

Compounded Growth, 2010-2017  7,766 7,816 7,900 7,986 8,072 8,159 

Sources: Wisconsin Department of Administration, 2017; U.S. Census Bureau; Vandewalle & Associates 

 



Population Growth Trends: 
Average % Growth per Year

1970-1980 1.48%

1980-1990 0.65%

1990-2000 1.96%

2000-2010 0.70%

2010-2017 0.21%

Lake Geneva



WisDOA Population Projections: 
Average % Growth per Year

LAKE GENEVA
WALWORTH 

COUNTY
WISCONSIN

2017-2020 1.35% 2.09% 1.40%

2020-2025 1.05% 1.23% 0.66%

2025-2030 0.83% 0.99% 0.55%

2030-2035 0.12% 0.27% 0.31%

2035-2040 -0.10% 0.03% 0.05%



Projected Land Use Demand

• We project future land use demand based on 

existing development pattern and population 

projections.

• Acreage demand of 722 acres by 2040

• Assumes density of 5 dwelling units/acre 

• Not a City policy 

• City has limited control of timing of demand for 

development

• Confirm that Plan will accommodate projected 

future land use demand



Implementation Table
Included in meeting packet



 
Category Recommendation Reference 

Implementation 
Timeframe 
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Review the Zoning Ordinance and consider options for removing 
obstacles to local foods, including allowing front yard  and 
community gardens. 

Chapter 2 2020-2022 
Building and 

Zoning 
Department 

Consider incorporating low impact development standards and 
stormwater best management practices into City Ordinances, 
such as water conservation, rain gardens, and maximizing 
pervious surfaces. 

Chapter 3 2020-2025 
Building and 

Zoning 
Department 

Consider zoning code amendments to require or reward green 
building practices.  

Chapter 3 2020-2025 
Building and 

Zoning 
Department 

Use mitigation strategies to reduce existing invasive species 
impact within the region and prevent new invasive species from 
entering the region. 

Chapter 3 2020-2025 
Public Works 
Department 

Use zoning standards to require high-quality landscaping, building 
design, signage, lighting and public furnishings to protect and 
enhance the aesthetic quality of the City's entryways. 

Chapter 4 2020-2025 
Building and 

Zoning 
Department 

Encourage and support communitywide celebration Latino 
culture on a designated day.  

Chapter 4  2020-2025 
Administration; 

City Council; 
General Public 



Public Comment



Discussion



Direction Needed:

• Need direction from Plan Commission and Council

• In particular: need consensus from Plan Commission 

• Suggested Changes to Mission Statement

• Future Land Use Map:

• Hillmoor (PC recommendation tomorrow)

• Comments on Bender request (no vote needed)

• Changes to Future Growth Areas

• Suggested Changes to Implementation Table


