
1 of 3 

December 12, 2019 Plan Commission Minutes 

 

PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019 – 6:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
 

Mayor Hartz called the meeting to order 6:00 p.m.  

 

Roll Call.  Present: Mayor Hartz, Alderman Doug Skates, John Gibbs, Brett Stanczak, Ann Esarco, Michael Krajovic. 

Absent (Excused) William Catlin. Also Present: City Planner Brian Munson, City Attorney Draper, City Administrator 

Nord, Building and Zoning Administrator Walling, Building & Zoning Administrative Assistant Follensbee. 

 

Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), limited to items on this agenda, except for public 

hearing items. Comments will be limited to 5 minutes.  

 

Speaker #1: Grace Hanny, 311 Oakwood Lane, thanked the Plan Commission & Council, spoke from the heart, stating 

how very special Lake Geneva is and the importance of preserving the green space and the zoning of Hillmoor for the 

future. 

 

Speaker #2: Dimitri Anagnos, 148 Cass Street, shared his thoughts on leaving this beautiful town for future generations, 

referenced how Library Park came to be a gathering place and gave suggestions to work with the current owner or 

business leaders, to make good decisions for our children, cater to our guests without losing the charm of our small town, 

and asked to keep the zoning the same for the Hillmoor property. 

 

Speaker #3: Jackie Getzen, 15 Lakeview Drive, shared her concerns regarding the Hillmoor property and asked the city 

not to change the Comprehensive Plan at this time. 

 

Speaker #4: John Halverson, 1159 S Wells Street Apt #7, thanked the Council, Plan Commission and citizens for being 

part of this Comprehensive Plan process, raised questions & comments regarding: the mission statement, will the city gain 

from the development, the need of an objective traffic study, cost of public ownership & suggested a committee to 

research the cost, the silent majority should make itself known, legal concerns, property owner’s participation. Halverson 

finally suggested a pause to find answers to the questions above and asked everyone to work together. 

 

Speaker #5: Penny Roehrer, 951 S Lake Shore Drive, Unit 1, encouraged the Plan Commission to take time to do what is 

right for this property and suggested voting for Option C.  

 

Speaker #6: Karen Yancy, Executive Director of the Geneva Lake Conservancy, shared a statement, based on the land use 

alternatives proposed by Vandewalle & Associates on the designation of the Hillmoor property Comprehensive Plan 

Update, which recommends leaving the existing rural holding zoning or delaying a decision until more research can be 

done on other alternatives. 

 

Speaker #7: Joseph Zimmer, 415 Wells Street # 105, shared his research from the County GIS & recorded information, 

the City Zoning Map & City Zoning Ordinance, gave suggestions for future options and asked the City to delay this 

decision, to leave the RH zoning and pursue a plan with higher standards than is expected. 

 

Speaker #8: Rick Steinberg, 1032 Williams Street, shared his ideas on preserving our small town and opposes the 

development the Hillmoor property which will also change the town. 

 

Speaker #9: Tom Reed, 100 W Main Street, has attended the meetings, respects the officials, believes a survey should 

have been sent out and but mostly wants everyone to work together, to compromise, and to create an option D.  

 

Speaker #10: Pete Peterson, 1601 Evergreen Lane, asked the City to leave Hillmoor as it is, suggesting the city could buy 

this green space and preserve it for future generations. 

 

 



2 of 3 

December 12, 2019 Plan Commission Minutes 

 

Speaker #11: Fred Gahl, 661 S Lake Shore Drive, shared his thoughts on the need for intense research and effort when 

developing the Hillmoor property: reflecting on the master plan, consensus of the community, quality of life, the cost of 

living, impact on downtown business community, physicals cost and the benefits, consider the consequences. Gahl 

suggested focusing on where we are today as a community and how we want to preserve this town for the future. 

 

Speaker #12: Ted Harig, 821 Geneva Street, shared his thoughts on preserving this town and asked the city to do their due 

diligence when making decisions for the future generations. 

 

Speaker #13: Don Root, asked the city to think about the children as decisions are made about the property. 

 

Speaker #14: Sherrie Ames, 603 Center Street, asked to keep our town a small community and not take Lake Geneva for 

granted. 

 

Speaker #15: Charlene Klein, 817 Wisconsin Street, thanked the citizens, the Plan Commission, Geneva Lake 

Conservancy for their efforts in this process, emphasized how the Comprehensive Plan should reflect the needs of the city, 

and stated the meeting should be adjourned since one plan commissioner was absent. 

 

Speaker #16: Maureen Marks, 834 Dodge Street, asked city to consider Option C to consider Hillmoor as a green space, 

take time to develop it and keep Lake Geneva wonderful the small city that it is. 

 

Speaker #17: Dick Malmin, N1991 S Lake Shore Drive, shared his concerns about the Comprehensive Plan process and 

options for Hillmoor.  

 

Speaker #18: Ross Magneson, 450 Country Club Drive, shared his thoughts regarding our small town, the need for a 

consensus of the community for the Comprehensive Plan and believes a natural environment is important for future 

generations. 

 

Acknowledgement of Correspondence.  

Correspondence was received opposing commercial and residential development to the Hillmoor property from: 

Hank & Mary Sibbing, 1725 Hillcrest Drive - also shared concept ideas for Hillmoor 

Ann Lehman – opposes high-density development 

Karen & Jim Hilt 

Maureen Larson 

Belinda Bauer, 5354 Angel Lane, Fontana 

 

Correspondensce was received opposing any changes to the Hillmoor property including land use designation & zoning 

from: 

Caroll Pearson, 932 George Street  

Richard Steinberg  

Sonette Tippens, N1524 Wildwood Road  

Standley Redmer, 1155 Lake Geneva Blvd  

James Good, 100 & 104 Evelyn Lane 

Kathy Ecklund  

Jodeen & Mark Immer  

John & Michele Saridan, 222 West Street 

Jeff & Susan Martin 

Helen Radloff, 709 G S Lake Shore Drive 

Jackie Getzen 

Terry O’Neill 

James Harig 

Don & Alice Ogden, 108 Evelyn Lane, Unit D 

Lois Preusser, 479 W South Street 

Lou Kagan, 500 S Edwards Blvd #48 

Casey Schiche 

John Janczak, 355 Havenwood Drive 
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Scott Woodley, 302 Country Club Drive – requests that the City develop the Hillmoor property in a way that honors its 

unique natural beauty 

George Dewey, 430 Country Club Drive – in favor of the City exploring all financial possibilities with the county, state & 

federal government to assist with the purchase of the property for the public. 

Sonette Tippens, N1524 Wildwood Road, objects to changing the mission statement & developing Hillmoor 

 

All correspondence has been distributed to the Plan Commission and the City Council. 

 

Discussion/Recommendation of Preferred Concept for Hillmoor Special Area Plan to be incorporated into the 

Draft Comprehensive Plan. 

Brian Munson, Vandewalle & Associates, presented the 3 Options of the Preferred Concept for the Hillmoor Special Area 

Plan. He said the current zoning is Rural Holding and the current future land use designation is Private Recreation.  

 

Munson stated these clarifications: not changing the designation does not automatically mean preservation of current site; 

changing the designation does not rezone the site which is left to the applicant; rezoning, by state law, must be consistent 

with the Comprehensive Plan; the current designation does allow uses & future development of the Hillmoor site which 

could lend itself to potential rezoning in support of that. 

 

7:26 pm – Commissioner Gibbs left council chambers 

7:29 pm – Commissioner Gibbs returned to council chambers 

 

Munson discussed the environmental corridor designation which is 52% of the site and cannot be developed.  

Approximately 11% is of site is potential environmental corridor. 37 % has potentially developable sites. 

 

A: Single Family & Mixed Residential 

B: Planned Neighborhood 

C: Private Recreation 

 

Alderman Skates asked for clarification on Options A & B - the impact for houses and asked for some specifics on house 

units. 

Commissioner Krajovic referenced the newspaper and asked about specifics of the November 26
th
 meeting since he could 

not attend. Mayor Hartz stated the November 26
th
 meeting was adjourned after the public comments; one person was in 

favor of redevelopment and 23 people opposed redevelopment.  

A discussion followed.  

Each member of the Plan Commission shared their thoughts on the 3 Options for the Hillmoor property. 

More discussion followed. 

 

 

Krajovic/Esarco motion to recommend Option C for the Hillmoor Special Area Plan to include all staff recommendations. 

A verbal vote was taken. 

Roll Call:  Krajovic, Esarco, Gibbs, voted “yes.”  Stanczak, Hartz, Skates voted “no.” Results: 3-3, Motion failed. 

 

 

Adjournment.  Esarco/Skates motion to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

        

/s/ Brenda Follensbee, Building & Zoning Administrative Assistant 
 

THESE ARE NOT OFFICIAL MINUTES UNTIL APPROVED BY THE PLAN COMMISSION 


